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At a Glance 


GONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY IN 1957--Expenditures for new construction in 1957 total- 
ed $47.3 billion--about 3 percent above the record $46.1 billion spent in 1956. Pri- 
marily because of the decline in private dwelling unit construction, last year's overall 
rate of increase in total construction activity was the smallest in the 12 years since 
the end of World War II. The record $33.3 billion spent for private construction in 
1957 was only slightly above the 1956 figure, whereas public outlays rose 9 percent 
to a new high of $13.9 billion. The $1.3-billion drop from 1956 to 1957 in new pri- 
vate housing outlays was offset by gains in all other types of private work except store 
and school building. Highway and school construction contributed most to last year's 
$1.1-billion increase in the public total, but almost all other public construction cat- 
egories also showed increases from 1956. 


HOUSING STARTS IN NOVEMBER--Nonfarm housing starts declined seasonally in No- 
vember (by 18 percent) to 78,000 but were slightly above November 1956. Private 
starts decreased no more than usual in November, but public starts were down sharply 
from the relatively large number begun in October. Private and public units begun 
during the first 11 months of 1957 totaled 975,300 (including 48,600 publicly owned), 
virtually assuring a total of a little over 1 million housing starts for the year 1957, 
The 75,700 private houses and apartments begun in November represented a seasonally 
adjusted annual rate of 1,010,000 units, marking the seventh successive month that the 
rate was at, or close to, 1 million. However, data for January to November 1957 in- 
dicate an annual total of less than a million private units for the year 1957, because 
of relatively lower volume during the first 4 months. 


FHA-VA ACTIVITY IN NOVEMBER--FHA-assisted housing starts declined 20 percent 
in November but were ahead of the corresponding year-ago volume for the third suc- 
cessive month. Starts under the VA program, however, were at the lowest point since 
these figures were first reported in mid-1950, having dropped 34 percent in November. 
At the end of the first 11 months, FHA starts accounted for about the same proportion 
of total private starts in 1957 as in 1956--17 percent--but the VA share shrank from 
25 percent in 1956 to 13 percent in 1957. Further declines in VA starts were indi- 
cated by the 42-percent drop in appraisal requests in November, which brought this 
series to a new low. FHA mortgage-insurance applications--though down in November 
--were above the corresponding 1956 volume for the sixth straight month. For the 
January-November period, FHA applications were 3 percent higher in 1957 than in 
1956, but VA appraisal requests were down 59 percent. 


NONFARM MORTGAGE RECORDINGS IN OCTOBER--The value of nonfarm mort gages 
recorded in October advanced 10 percent to $2,226 million--8 percent below October 
1956, but higher than for any month since that time. Although all types of mortgagees 
shared in the September-October 1957 gain, only savings and loan associations matched 
the October 1956 figure. Declines over the year ranged from 2 percent for individual 
lenders to 28 percent for mutual-savings banks. During the first 10 months of 1957, 
recordings of home mortgages totaled $20,5ic million or 11 percent less than in the 
same 1956 period. Activity of all institutional groups declined over the period, but 
commercial banks accounted for more than two-fifths of the overall decrease. The 
average mortgage amount in October 1957 was $7,563--the highest monthly average 
since December 1956, and above the same year-ago month for the first time since 
February 1957. 


BUILDING PERMIT ACTIVITY IN NOVEMBER--Building permit valuations declined 25 
percent in November to $1.2 billion, with the loss spread among all major types of 
building. Valuations for the first 11 months were 5 percent less in 1957 than in 1956, 
owing mainly to the lag in homebuilding and some slackening in industrial and store 
building. Despite the downtrend in housing nationally, in some large metropolitan 
areas--including Baltimore, Birmingham, Miami, Phoenix, and San Diego--the new 
dwelling-unit count by the end of the third quarter was substantially higher in 1957 
than in 1956. 


PUBLIC CONTRACT AWARDS IN OCTOBER--The value of public contracts awarded 
in October rose 20 percent to $879 million and was 5 percent greater than the com- 
parable 1956 total. For the first 10 months of 1957, public award values totaled $9.8 
billion or 12 percent more than for January-October 1956, mainly because of sizable 
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“At a Glance 


dollar increases in Federal awards for military (Capehart) housing and in State and local 
contracts for roads (mostly Federal-aid projects) and schools. Awards values were low- 
er in 1957 for sewer and water systems, electric power projects, State and local conser- 
vation and development projects, federally owned warehouses, and troop housing. 








on in 
rcent| CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTS IN NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER--The value of con- 
pri-| struction contracts for the first 11 months of 1957, as reported by the F. W. Dodge 






Corp., was 2 percent ahead of the same 1956 period. Engineering awards contributed 
most to the gain, the largest increase having been the 1l-percent rise in utilities, 
while the public works group was ahead by 3 percent. Residential and nonresidential 
building showed modest gains of 1 percent each. 

Reports of the Engineering News-Record on the value of large construction con- 
tracts awarded during the year 1957 show a significant decline from 1956. Total con- 
struction awards were down 17 percent; the private sector dropped 38 percent, whereas 
public construction awards rose 17 percent. At the end of 1957, awards for highways 
and bridges continued to show strength, in contrast with the declining trend for build- 
ing construction. 


CONSTRUCTION COSTS IN NOVEMBER--Stability of construction costs during the 















t the} second half of 1957 is indicated by the Department of Commerce composite index 
? in- | which stood at 138 (1947~49=100) in November, for the fifth consecutive month. Al- 
ause} though the index was up 3 percent from a year earlier, it had risen less than 1 per- 





cent since last June. 


BUILDING MATERIALS PRICES IN NOVEMBER--The November index of wholesale 
prices of building materials remained at the October level of 130.2 (1947-49=100)--1 
percent below the November 1956 index. Prices of many building materials showed 
no change from October, and fluctuations for other items generally were small. Frac- 
tional increases occurred over the month for linseed oil, Southern pine lumber, and 
maple flooring; and rises of 3 percent were noted for copper water tubing, building 
wire, and fans and blowers. However, these increases were offset by declines of 1 
percent in prices of Douglas fir lumber and softwood plywood and a seasonal drop of 
about 4 percent for all types of metal screening. Over the year, prices have advanced 
for such basic items as structural shapes, concrete ingredients, asphalt roofing, met- 
al kitchen cabinets, finish hardware, and softwood plywood; declines from November 
1956 were noted for lumber, plumbing equipment, and metal sash. 


CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS OUTPUT IN OCTOBER--The output of most major con- 
struction materials rose seasonally in October. Heating and plumbing equipment and 
portland cement were the only important materials registering declines. Despite the 



















hed| drop from September, cement production was still 4 percent above October 1956, es- 
jlual| tablishing a new high for the month. Only the asphalt products group also exceeded 
)57,| the year-earlier level. Notwithstanding declines from October 1956 levels, iron and 





steel products and paint, varnish, and lacquer were above all previous Octobers. 
Heating and plumbing equipment and clay construction products showed the largest de- 
cline from 1956. 


CONTRACT CONSTRUCTION EMPLOYMENT IN NOVEMBER--Contract construction 
employment declined more than seasonally in November by 183,000, to 3,037,000, and 
was below the corresponding 1956 level for the fourth successive month. Data avail- 


















25| able through October indicate that the decrease from a year earlier occurred in over 
of| half the States, and affected workers engaged by plumbing and heating and general 
56,| building contractors. Employment in nearly two-fifths of the States, in all the other 
ore| special trades, and on nonbuilding construction set an October record in 1957. 
tan! HOURS AND EARNINGS IN OCTOBER--Hourly earnings in contract construction main- 
wed tained the record average of $2.94 in October, but a slight reduction in the workweek 
? (to 37-1/2 hours) brought average weekly earnings down to $110.25. This was 82 cents 
below the peak established in August but was an alltime October high. Compared with 
jled| a year earlier, average earnings in October 1957 were higher by $3.11 weekly or 15 
m-| cents hourly, and the workweek was 0.9 hour shorter. Over the year, gains in hourly 
).8| pay occurred on all types of contract construction. Average weekly earnings also were 
ble} higher in 1957 for all types of work except highway construction which showed the 





greatest decline in the workweek. 
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Shipments of Selected Wood Products 
Used in Construction, 1947 and 1954-55 


S. E. DRIMMER* 


The value of manufacturers’ shipments of wood flooring, plywood, prefabricated wood buildings, 
and certain forms of millwork more than doubled between 1947 and 1955, according to data obtained 
from the 1955 Annual Survey of Manufactures and the Census of Manufactures for the years 1947 and 
1954. These products are used primarily in construction, and while individually the changes in the 
value of shipments varied quite widely from the 1947 level, their aggregate 117-percent rise coincided 
with the 118-percent rise in the value of construction over the 8-year period (table 1). 


TABLE 1.-MANUFACTURERS’ SHIPMENTS OF SELECTED WOOD PRODUCTS, 1947 AND 1954-55 


Value (in thousands) Percent change 
a5 


$229, 113 | $176, 436 | $84, 440 
31, 689 30, 324 51, 184 


Flooring: 


Millwork: 
Windows! 171,575] 154,349] 94,500 
96, 226 76, 329 59,777 
Doors 292, 333 | 257,927 | 144, 360 
Cabinet work, to be built in (3) 84,856 | 447,213 
Interior trim and molding 153, 885 131, 766 69, 870 
Ply wood:> 
Hardwood plywood 192,564] 145,693 | 123,327 
Softwood plywood, interior type 311,914} 247,841 78, 334 
Softwood plywood, exterior type 118,674 87, 266 51,792 


Prefabricated buildings, wood 202,462 | 174,088 72,995 
Source: Bureau of the Census, 1955 Annual Survey of Manufactures. 


1 Including units, sash, and combination screen and storm sash. 
2 Including combination screen and storm doors. 
Data not available. 
Not comparable with subsequent years; 1947 includes shipments of cabinets to be combined with other units to form a 
balloig, unit, while other years exclude such cabinets. 
Excludes nonwood face ply wood. 


Wood Flooring 

Marked by divergent trends, shipments of hardwood and softwood flooring combined rose approx 
imately 92 percent to a total of $260.8 million between 1947 and 1955; hardwoods, used primarily. in 
housing construction, increased 171 percent, while softwoods experienced a decline of 38 percent. 
In 1954, the latest year for which Census data show quantity and detailed shipments, the physical vol- 
ume had increased about 25 percent over the 1947 level to 1.5 billion board-feet. The value of shipments, 
however, reflecting a pronounced change in the product mix, rose 52 percent to $206.8 million (table 2). 


The end of the war in 1945, followed by a tremendous increase in construction activity, witnessed 
an unprecedented demand for hardwood flooring. Stimulated by the trend toward greater use of this better 
quality flooring in housing, production increased sharply; nevertheless, acute shortages developed, and 
prices increased. In 1947, when production of hardwood flooring had established a record high, ship- 
ments reached a level of 595 million board-feet, accounting for 48 percent of the total wood flooring 
shipped. Expansion of the industry continued, and by 1954 hardwood shipments had doubled, reaching 
1.2 billion board-feet, its share of the market rising to 79 percent. During this same period, softwood 
flooring underwent a sharp decline in volume, dropping to 315 million board-feet, or 50 percent of its 


* Of the Office of Construction Statistics, Business and Defense Services Administration, U. S: Department of 
Commerce. 
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1947 level. The average unit value of shipments of hardwood flooring, at an abnormal level of $142 per 
thousand board-feet in 1947,. rose only nominally by 1954 to $146, while that of softwood increased from 
$81 to $96. 


TABLE 2.--MANUFACTURERS’ SHIPMENTS OF WOOD FLOORING AND an eeeneees 1947 AND 1954 


me Taman [fate [SRE [oman [fake [SRE 
ousands) bousands) 
per unit per unit 


Flooring: 
Hardwood 
M bd. ft. $162, 023 
M bd. ft. 8, 634 
M bd. ft. 24° 311 
M bd. ft. 30, 324 


Plywood: 
Hardwood 
Veneer core M sq. ft. 744,252} 116,188 
Lumber core M sq. ft. 65, 834 23,953 
Container and 
packaging type M sq. ft. 102, 301 5, 552 6, 203 
Softwood, interior M sq. [t., 3/8 in.|3,071,060| 247,841 2 é 78, 334 
Softwood, exterior M sq. ft., 3/8 in.| 903,317 87, 266 51, 792 


Source: Bureau of the Census, Census of Manufactures, 1947 and 1954. 


1 Excluding nonwood face plywood. 
Excludes shipments valued at $1,468,000 for which quantity was not reported. 
Average value of veneer and lumber.core combined is $173. 


117,124 


TABLE 3.--MANUFACTURERS’ SHIPMENTS OF WOOD WINDOWS AND DOORS, 1947 AND 1954 


Value (in thousands) Percent change, 
er 19075 
Wood windows: 


Sash and window units $141, 302 
Knock-down sash 7,770 
16, 984 

Glazed sash 27, 024 
Window units 89, 524 
Combination screen-storm sash 5, 312 
Storm sash 7,735 


Wood doors: 
Panel and flush types 182, 660 
51,550 

Flush: 
Hollow core 101, 259 
Solid core 29,851 
Combination screen-storm 15, 378 
40, 039 
19, 850 


Source: Bureau of the Census, Census of Manufactures, 1947 and 1954. 
Data not available. 


Oak flooring, the most widely used of the woods, increased its proportion of total wood flooring 
shipments substantially between 1947 and 1954. Of the total wood flooring shipped in 1947, 471 million 
board-feet, or 38 percent, was oak; by 1954, it had risen 137 percent to 1.1 billion board-feet, repre- 
senting 73 percent of the total. At the same time, the average unit value of shipments actually declined 
from $148 to $145 per thousand board-feet. 
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Millwork 

The value of shipments of wood windows in 1954 reached $154.3 million, compared with $94.5 
million in 1947. The expansion in this market was limited to a great extent by the strong upward trend 
in shipments of metal windows during this period, the effect being most pronounced in the screen and 
storm sash segment. In 1947, storm sash and screen-storm combinations accounted for one-third of the 
value of wood window shipments, but by 1954, when shipments were 58 percent below 1947 in value, they 
had dropped to only 8 percent. Although the value of shipments of other types’ of wood windows had more 
than doubled during this period, the severity of the screen-storm window decline limited the overall rise 
to 63percent (table 3). 


Wood doors increased in value of shipments to a greater extent than did wood windows, exceeding 
1947 by 79 percent in 1954 and 103 percent in 1955. Flush doors, the most widely used type, accounted 
for over half the value of shipments in 1954. Combination screen-storm doors in. 1954, unlike their 
window counterparts, rose in value of shipments over 1947, gaining 40 percent. Although competing 
against metal doors, the relatively wide price differential (average. value of wood combination doors 
shipped was $9.37 in 1947 and $11.07 in 1954, compared with $24.23 and $25.32, respectively, for metal) 


enabled wood combination doors to supply the lower price market. 


Plywood : 

Manufacturers of commercial plywood in 1955 made shipments of hardwood and softwood varieties, 
excluding nonwood face plywood, valued at $623.2 million, an increase of 146 percent from 1947. The 
rise resulted primarily from the sharp increase of 231 percent in softwood types, compared with only a 
56-percent increase for hardwood. As a result, softwood’s share of total 1955 shipments, in terms of 
value, amounted to about 70 percent, whereas it comprised only half in 1947. 


Based on detailed data for 1954, the physical volume of shipments of softwood plywood reached 
almost 4 billion square feet (3/8 inch basis), 150 percent above the 1947 level of 1.6 billion. This per- 
centage rise coincided closely with that of the value of shipments, since the average unit value remained 


relatively stable, $84 per thousand square feet in 1954, compared with $82 in 1947. At the same time, 
hardwood advanced less than 10 percent, the average unit value, excluding a minor proportion of con- 
tainer and packaging types, rising from $159 to $173 per thousand square feet surface (table 2). 


Prefabricated Wood Buildings 

Shipments of prefabricated wood buildings have expanded considerably since 1947, exceeding $200 
million in 1955, a rise of 177 percent. Directed toward the housing market, primarily 1-family structures, 
prefab buildings consisted predominantly of dwellings, which comprised about 95 percent of the total 
value of shipments in 1954, compared with 83 percent in 1947 (table 4). During this period, prefabs 


TABLE 4,.—-MANUF AC TURERS’ SHIPMENTS OF PREFABRICATED WOOD BUILDINGS, 1947 AND 1954 
1954 


Type of building Value (in Average Value (in Average 
thousands) value thousands) value 


Dwellings 
Garages 


Source: Bureau of the Census, Census of Manufactures, 1947 and 1954. 
Data not available. 


secured a wider share in the housing market, the number of dwellings shipped having more than doubled 
and the ratio of dwelling shipments to total 1-family houses started in the United States rising from 3.2 
to 5.4 percent. Other prefab structures, including garages and farm buildings, represented about 16 
percent of the total value of prefab building shipments in 1947, but with a decline in shipments in 1954, 
dropped to lessthan 6 percent. 





Changes in Interest Rates 
on Residential First Mortgage Loans* 


Interest rates on residential first mortgage loans increased 2.5 percent between mid-January and 
the late summer of 1957. This rise reflected the continued uptrend in interest rates on conventional 
loans as well as the announced change in the interest rate for FHA-insured mortgages--from 5 to 5-1/4 
percent--which became effective on August 5, 1957. Information on conventional rates was obtained as 
of mid-July 1957 as part of the regular semiannual survey of representative lenders conducted by the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics in 46 cities to obtain data needed in computing the housing component of 
the Consumer Price Index.! 


Interest rates on new first mortgages in mid-1957 were about one-sixth higher than those nego- 
tiated 4-1/2 years earlier in December 1952 as the following figures show: 


Percent increase in first 
Selected periods mortgage interest rates? | 


December 1952-July 1955 $3 
July 1955-July 1956 2.1 
July 1956-January 1957 5.8 
January 1957-July 1957? 2.5 


The average change in rates since January 1957 was considerably less than was reported for the: pre- 
ceding 6 months, when FHA interest rates rose from 4-1/2 to 5 percent. In both periods, however, the 
greater part of the increase was caused by changes in rates on conventional loans. 


Rising interest rates were reported in almost all of the 46. cities surveyed in 1957. There was 
little variation by region in the rate of rise, which, however, varied by city size, as shown below: 


Percent increase in first 
mortgage interest rates 


United States (46 cities) 23 
Urbanized areas of: 
1,000,000 population and over 2.3 
240,000 to 1,000,000 population 3.0 
30,500 to 240,000 population 1.8 
Cities under 30,500 population 2.9 


Medium-size cities of from 240,000 to 1 million population continued to show the greatest average in- 
crease in mortgage interest rates, as they did from December 1952 to January 1957. Cities of the next 
smaller size (30,500 to 240,000 population) averaged the smallest amount of increase. The smallest 
cities (under 30,500 population), in which mortgage funds are ordinarily less readily obtainable than 
elsewhere, averaged a relatively large rise--almost as great as for the medium-size places. 


* Prepared in the Division of Prices and Cost of Living, Bureau of Labor Statistics, U. S. Department 
of Labor. 

For a description of the techniques for compiling these segments of the index, see Housing Costs in 
the Consumer Price Index (in Monthly Labor Review, February 1956, pp. 189-196) and Mortgage Interest Rates 
in the Consumer Price Index, 1952-57 (in Monthly Labor Review, October 1957, pp. 1240-1242). 

Based on index numbers (December 1952=100) shown in U. S. Department of Labor Consumer Price 
Index--Price Indexes for Selected Items and Groups, March 1955-September 1957 (multilithed quarterly release, 
issue of November 1957). 

Because the interest level computed from the July data will be used for the succeeding 5 months in 
deriving the housing component of the CPI, it was adjusted to include the increase in rates on FHA-insured 
mortgages, effective August 5, 1957. 
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NOTE: ALL THE STATISTICAL SERIES IN CONSTRUCTION REVIEW 
ARE SUBJECT TO REVISION FOR THE LATEST PERIOD SHOWN. 


Part A--Construction Put in Place 


Table A-1: New Construction Put in Place: Current Month, by Type of Construction 





Value (in millions of dollars) Percent change 


1957 1956 | Annual otal | Dec. 1957 from-- 
Type of construction | 1956 | Annual total rom 


Nov. Dec. 


1957 1956 


TOTAL NEW CONSTRUCTION 47, 255 + 3 


! 
— 
—_ 


PRIVATE CONSTRUCTION 33, 313 
Residential buildings (nonfarm) 16, 571 
New dwelling units 12, 160 
Additions and alterations 3,912 
Nonhousekeeping 499 
Nonresidential buildings 9, 138 
Industrial 3, 162 
Commercial 3,570 
Office buildings and warehouses: 1, 864 
Stores, restaurants, and garages 1, 706 
Other nonresidential buildings 2, 406 
Religious 868 
Educational 519 
Hospital and institutional 505 
Social and recreational 7 309 
Miscellaneous 205 
Farm construction 1, 590 
Public utilities 5, 830 
Railroad 450 
Telephone and telegraph 1, 080 
Other public utilities 4, 300 
All other private 184 
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PUBLIC CONSTRUCTION 13, 942 
Residential buildings 510 
Nonresidential buildings ‘ 4, 481 
Industrial 458 
Educational 3 2, 832 
Hospital and institutional 333 
Administrative and service 434 
Other nonresidential buildings 424 
Military facilities 1, 275 
Highways 4,840 
Sewer and water systems 1, 347 
785 
562 
Public service enterprises 393 
Conservation and development 975 
All other public 


Source: Departments of Commerce and Labor. 1 Change of less than one-half of 1 percent. 
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Table A-2: New Construction Put in Place: Recent Monthly Trend, by Type of Construction 


(Value, in millions of dollars) 


3, 295 | 3,657 | 4,025 | 4,308 | 4,361 


PRIVATE CONSTRUCTION 2,405 | 2,603 | 2,808 | 2,971 | 3,046 
Residential bldgs. (nonfarm) 1, 162 | 1,301 | 1,396 | 1,489 | 1,547 
New dwelling units ... 870 | 940] 985} 1,070 P1, 115 
Additions and alterations .. 258 374 379 | #392 
Nonhousekeeping 34 37 40 40 
Nonresidential buildings 709 747 786 778 
iii ptcsrianirniccincnenss 269 270 270 262 
Commercial 264 287 309 311 
Office buildings 
and warehouses 146 153 
Stores, restaurants, 
156 
Other nonresidential bldgs. 207 
Religious 73 
Educational 43 
Hospital & institutional 43 
Social and recreational.. 6 
Miscellaneous 22 
Farm construction. 159 
Public utilities 518 
40 
Telephone and telegraph .... 90 
Other public utilities 388 
All other private 19 


1, 337 
Residential buildings 40 
Nonresidential buildings 406 
4 
Educational p. 
Hospital and institutional .. 32 
Administrative & service ... 
Other nonresidential bldgs. 
Military facilities 
Highways 
Sewer and water systems 


Public service enterprises .... 
Conservation & development.. 
All other public 


Source: Departments of Commerce and Labor. Data for individual types of construction were adjusted specifically for effect of cement 
shortages in July 1957, except where noted. * Not adjusted for effect of cement shortages. ** Based chiefly on acmal project progress re- 
ports which reflect all current influences on construction activity for the types of work shown. (State and locally owned highway data were 
adjusted on the basis of findings from the federally aided portion.) 


COMPOSITION OF REGIONS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS 
NORTHEAST NORTH CENTRAL SOUTH 


1. New England 3. E. N. Central 4. W. N. Central 5. S. Atlantic 6. E. S. Central 
Connecticut Illinois lowa Delaware Alabama 
Maine Indiana Kansas Dist. of Col. Kentucky 
Massachusetts Michigan Minnesota Florida Mississippi 
New Hampshire Ohio Missouri Georgia Tennessee 
Rhode Island Wisconsin Nebraska Maryland 
Vermont North Dakota N. Carolina . W. S. Central 

South Dakota S. Carolina Arkansas 
. Middle Atlantic Virginia Louisiana 
New Jersey W. Virginia Oklahoma 
New York Texas 
Pennsylvania . 


NONFARM POPULATION DISTRIBUTION IN 1950 
NORTHEAST——29.5 percent. NORTH CENTRAL—~29.0 percent. SOUTH—27.7 percent. WEST—13.8 percent. 
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Chart. New Construction Put in Place 
Billions of Dollars Billions of Dollars 


SEASONALLY ADJUSTED _ANNUA 
TOTAL 


re 


~ — 
PUBLIC 


1940 1945 1950 1955 1956" 1957 
SOURCE: DEPARTMENTS OF COMMERCE AND LABOR. CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.D. 57-I0-A 


Table A-3: New Construction Put in Place: Seasonally Adjusted Annual Rate, by Type of Construction 


(Value, in millions of dollars) 





Seasonally adjusted annual rate 





it Annual total 
Type of construction 1956 1957 


- Dec. July? Aug. Sept. Oct. 
TOTAL NEW CONSTRUCTION .......... 00.00.00... | 46,848] 45,996 | 47,304 | 47, 748 | 48, 768 


PRIVATE CONSTRUCTION .........cc.cccccccccccccce- | 33,588] 32, 868 | 33,444] 33, 480 | 33, 996 
Residential buildings (nonfarm)............................. | 17,520] 416, 188 | 16,524 | 16, 656 | 16, 968 
Nonresidential buildings ...................00cccccccces | 9,168] 9,012] 9,204) 9,084} 9, 132 
a eel al 3,228} 3,180) 3,192] 3,084} 3,012 
Commercial 3,660} 3,516!) 3,564] 3,576| 3,696 
Office buildings and warehouses.................... 1,776} 1,896! 1,932| 1,920] 1,968 
Stores, restaurants, and garages .................... 1,884} 1,620; 1,632] 1,656] 1,728 
Other nonresidential buildings .. 2,280} 2,316) 2,448] 2,424] 2,424 
i sas la seaisbinsh cewcvion 1,548} 1,596] 1,596} 1,596] 1,596 
ee Babssnacets 5,220} 5,904; 5,916] 5,940| 6,120 
I oo cha ass cschenss ssuondsa cba ninceromeinae 132 168 | 204 204 180 


PUBLIC CONSTRUCTION ..... .....0.0.00000c00000.. | 13,260] 13,128 | 13,860) 14, 268 | 14,772 
I cs nssscontcresvupracsenssscncireonsengenis 348} **516 576 648 624 
Nonresidential buildings ...................00cccccccc0ee | 4,380] 4,272] 4,464] 4,548] 4,656 
NI Sins cs vaknsnsnctsetranibu sss <ecn-acchiviichcoatenheth 1, 332 |**1,248| 1,404] 1,332) 1,332 
RSs i shcs screen coke inasecsesoarssonsaneniess sioaeaind 4, 428 |**4,392| 4,488} 4,704) 5,148 
Sewer and water SyStemsS.....................:cceseeseeee sees 1,380} 1,272| 1,356] 1,416] 1,344 
756 708 816 864 840 

a a alas cee 624 564 540 552 504 
Public service enterprises 408 348 384 408 420 
Conservation and development 864} **960; 1,080; 1,104} 1,128 
All other public 120 120 108 108 120 





+ 














Source: Departments of Commerce and Labor. 1 Data shown here incorporate revisions for 1956 made in June 1957. Revised season 
adjusted construction expenditures from 1945 are included in a separate report, Value of New Construction Put in Place (New Construction Ex- 
penditures), 1945-56, and copies are available on request. . -* See footnotes to table A-2. 
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Chart 2. 


New Construction Put in Place 
(In 1947-49 Prices) 


Billions of Dollars Billions of Dollars 
40] ANNUAL DATA ‘OT MONTHLY DATA 


PRIVATE 


0 
1940 1950 1955 1956 1957 





SOURCE: DEPARTMENTS OF COMMERCE AND LABOR CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.D. 57 -10-8 


Table A-4: New Construction Put in Place: Value in 1947-49 Prices, by Type of Construction 


(Millions of dollars) 


| 
Type of construction |"Nov. | Aug. | Sept. | Oct. | Now. | 1952 | 1953 | 1954 | 1955 | 


TOTAL NEW CONSTRUCTION 


PRIVATE CONSTRUCTION 
Residential building (nonfarm) 
Nonresidential buildings 
Industrial 
Office buildings 
and warehouses 
Stores, restaurants, and garages. 
Other nonresidential buildings... 
Farm construction 
Public utilities 
All other private 


PUBLIC CONSTRUCTION 
Residential buildings 
Nonresidential buildings 
Industrial 
Educational 
Hospital and institutional 
Other nonresidential buildings... 
Military facilities 
Highways 
Sewer and water systems 
Public service enterprises 
Conservation and development 
All other public .... 


Source: Departments of Commerce and Labor. 











CONSTRUCTION REVIEW 


Table A-5: New Public Construction Put in Place, by Source of Funds, Ownership, and Type of Construction 


Source of funds, 
ownership, and 
type of construction 


Direct Federal 
Federal grants-in-aid! 
State and local funds 


Administrative and service 
Other nonresidential 
Military facilities 
Highways 
Conservation and development 
All other federally owned 


STATE AND LOCALLY OWNED ...... 

Residential buildings 

Nonresidential buildings 
Educational 


77 
52 
68 


Source: Departments of Commerce and Labor. 


Value (in millions of dollars) 


1 Construction 


schools, hospitals, airports, and miscellaneous community facilities. 


of 1 percent. 


12, 818 
3, 635 
2,774 

861 
9, 183 


10, 044 
275 
3, 484 
2,541 
261 
332 
350 
4, 385 
1, 275 
701 
574 
625 


programs currently receiving Feder 


Percent increase exceeds 300. 


4, 307 
2,958 
1, 349 
9, 635 


2, 958 
159 
589 


10, 984 


351 
3,892 
2, 824 

288 

384 

396 
4,745 
1, 347 

785 

562 

649 


Percent change 


Dec. 


1956 


1956 Dec. 1956 from | Year 


13, 942 


Nov. | 1956 to 
1957 1957 


+9 
+18 
+7 
+57 
+5 


al grants-in-aid cover highways, 
3 Change of less than one-half 





Part B--Housing 


Table B-1: New Nonfarm Dwelling Units Started, by Ownership, Location, and Type of Structure 


1 


Ownership Location Type of structure 


Units in 2-or-nere family structures 


2-4 5-or-more 
All family family 


Metro- |Nonmetro-| 1-family 
politan politan houses 


NUMBER OF NEW DWELLING UNITS (in thousands) 


Private 


(3) 
(3) 
(3) 
(3) 
(3) 
(3) 
(3) 
~(3) 
90. 
85. 
82. 


First 11 months, 1956.................... " 75. 
First 11 months, 1957.................++ 6 . i (4) 


1956: November 5. 
December 


SESE BLES 
PPSKNeyyy 


oe 
an 


Ny BYUYUOYNUOBWOAOUW 
NR &N OO 


wn PR ODW HH WAN 


Co OWN 


1957: 


NV &wUDN 
DwreNIWDWNWWO® 


oe N UMW Newnes 
NN DWAreNYN YO 


September 
si cn ihdi tees’ 
November 


PREM VAY AMM hh, 


First 1] months, 1956-57 
October-November, 1957.............. 
November, 1956-57 


Year: 


First 11 months, 1956.................... 
First 11 months, 19957..................... 
1956: November..........0...0.0ccccc0cece0 
BI sia ei2t cescarecscotetcqiaball 
MERE NIN vorcics chic vaie coonevae sssocere 
SIN cisxapsitvcunasabiiseasind i 
IIR svc ceccbuseecuesmnaageecetnneel ; 
UBS isikiktecoii veo sastoccccnaiees . 


YN NEE WYAYvYUe. 


OPRNNOCOHKUUYUOK AK VY ONM NYUYUNN UH UO BW 
m- NN w 
{MMM 
— wh & 


N 
\o 


NN BRWYYUWDWNANNFN Dw W 
ee 


NNF NON ARO CO 
— 
{ ReMrrrrree > 


Dwrewhwovov 


_ 


IE asa ccsvenssicassonses : 


RWPANYNINANWDWDOW NN NHRUODWYVN 


FRIST 


VONYL RAVAN SR Hr, 


a 
~ 
re) 


November 


Source: Department of Labor. ] Data by urban and rural-nonfarm classification for 1920-53 are available upon request. 2 Annual data 
not available before 1950; monthly data not available before January 1953. 3 Not available before January 1954. Tabulations showing the 


umber of units in 2-family and 3-or-more family structures for 1920-53 are available upon request. Not yet available. 5 Percent increase 
exceeds 300. 
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Table B-2: New Private Nonfarm Dwelling Units Started: Seasonally Adjusted Annual Rate 


Number of new dwelling units (in thousands) 


Source: Department of Labor. 


Chart 3. * 
Housing Starts (UNADJUSTED AND SEASONALLY ADJUSTED) 


Thousands of Dwelling Units Thousands of Dwelling Units 
Total Monthly Starts, Unadjusted 


AUG. SEPT. 


Seasonally Adjusted Annual Rate --Private Starts 


1955 


DYDOW 


SS 


\ 


JAN. FEB. MAR. APR. MAY JUNE JULY AUG. SEPT. -OCT. NOV. DEC. 


SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF LABOR. CONSTRUCTION REVIEWC.D-57 -10-C 
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Table B-3: New Private 1-Family Houses Started: Average Construction Cost 


m= [om [rw [oe foe [oem [me | oe oe [oe [mm 


AVERAGE CONSTRUCTION COST 


7,650 

9, 125 

9, 300 

9, 425 

10,175 

10, 750 

11, 425 

12, 300 12,275 

12, 400 | 12, 525 12,825 | 12, 750 12, 525 


Percent change, 1956 to 1957 


| 47.5] +55] +31] sao] +43] +37] +227 ol - T -~T -T] 


Source: Department of Labor. 1 Not yet available. 


Table B-4: New Nonfarm Dwelling Units Started, by Region! 


Number of new dwelling units (in thousands) 


First 8 months 
Feb. | mar. | Ape | may | June | July | Avg. | 1956 | 1957 


Source: Department of Labor. 1 Composition of regions, and nonfarm population distribution by region, are shown below table A-2. 


(NOTE: Table B-5, New Nonfarm Dwelling Units Started in Selected States, is shown quarterly 
in the February; May, August, and November issues.) 


Chart 4. e 
; Housing Starts 
(Regional Trends) 


THOUSANDS OF DWELLING UNITS 


NORTH CENTRAL 


-s-4 ‘ £- 3-o-e-o 
1956 1957 


SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF LABOR. CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.0.-57-10-D 
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Table B- « New Private Dwelling Units: Volume in Successive Stages of FHA and VA Programs 





Number (in thousands ) of new dwelling units in-- Mescent of casa 


Starts under FHA mortgages private starts under 


ee FHA otnatun VA inspection of-- insured inspection of-- 
eet ca appraisal -}——— rt Excluding a 


en eae Total Capehart 
Dee ODI anise csntitivcinin i . 625. 378.7 
1951 ; 267. 
Raison ekdecstts an ; 33. 
atch cacicocoseuserssnaed ; 327. 

383. 

314. 

RIE 50 ec saescossnses ‘ 13. 
December...................... a 10. 
FE Ginscpavcenvstavreneses : 13. 
MS Siissicbec tae ; 14. 

ee . 20. 

i 20. 
RI dat ask bssica co snabvncousss oan b 20. 

| RR ioe Cre acy ; 20. 

SI sadiekysssvsteeseclaccawoinies B 21. 
BI sad csacseutnscedionnses . 25. 
September . 22. 
SIE pss shir cevsestemeals . a. 

16. 





(2) 486. 378. 
164. 235. 
226. 162. 
251. 182. 
535. 150. 
620. 139. 
401. 


21. 
19. 
18. 
20. 
19. 
19. 
16. 
13. 
14. 
14. 
?.. 
*6. 
"3s 


208.5 382. 
214.6 *155. 


279. 
252. 
276. 
276. 
189. 


12. 


MK NYAN KEN Ke OF OY BOW WD & Ww 
NPOYVONADARUNWOOUO YD LAW BB 


OND ONONOCONNONNNYS NWDWKUYURAON 
** @ 
— 
lh Peal 


m © oN RN NWO RH WwWN DARK Wn worvw 
ax mAIDWAWOOCUWROOCCO wx 


Percent change, 


1956 to 1957............ b +2.9 -39. 


Source: Table compiled by Department of Labor from data reported by the Federal Housing Administration (HHFA) and the Veterans — 
Administration. * Beginning with data for October 1957, all VA series are as of the calendar month. Data for September 1957 cover the 
period August 26th through September 30, and for all previous months the statistics are as of the 26th through the 25th. 1 Excludes units 


N 
~ 
N 
~ 





under the armed services (Capehart) housing program, which are classified as public and whose inspection while under construction is under the 


auspices of the Department of Defense. Not available. 


Table B-7: Nonfarm Mortgage Recordings of $20,000 or Less: Number and Average Amount, and Total Amount by Type of Lender 


Total amount (in millions of dollars) recorded by-- 


Average Saving Mut 

male All a Insurance | Commercial cual All other 
dol and loan — 

(dollars) lenders associations companies banks lenders 


16, 179 , 2,774 
16, 405 . , . 2, 572 
18,018 5 R . 2, 651 
19, 747 ’ , ’ 3,055 
22, 974 ‘ ‘ , 882 4, 272 
28, 484 s . i 5, 265 
27, 088 ; ; \ 4,917 


First 10 mos., 1956 . . ’ 23, 029 > ’ » 4, 148 
First 10 mos., 1957.. 5 * 20, 516 F ' . 3, 592 


1956: October A 2,425 438 
November y 2, 108 401 
December ’ 1,951 369 

1957: January , 1,942 376 
February 1,749 325 

1, 937 351 
2,044 357 
2, 144 371 
2, 028 337 
2,211 372 
2,208 368 
2, 026 343 
October 2, 226 
Perceat ch 


Fics 10 mos, 193657] oT 1] ut -4 [w]e Tay iT 


Source: Table compiled by Department of Labor from data reported by the Federal Home Loan Bank Board. 


(NOTE: Tables B-8 and B-9, Housing Vacancy Rates, are shown 
quarterly in the March, June, September, and December issues.) 





Part C--Building Permits 


Table C-1: Building Permit Activity: Current Summary, by Type of Building Construction 


Valuation (in millions of dollars) Percent 


Type of building change, 
construction 


All building construction ! . . , , 16, 878.7 17, 732.8 
\ ; 14, 956. 1 15, 976.0 
1, 922. 6 1,.756. 8 


New dwelling units ? ; y 9,628.2 
Number of new dwelling units (58, 378) . ° (794,053) | (894, 866) 
New nonresidential building 444.5 ' ‘ 532.8 6, 272.7 6, 249.6 
Commercial buildings 148. 3 . . 162.6 2,004.4 2,042.9 
Stores and other mercantile buildings .... 56.0 A : ahem 885.1 955.6 

All other commercial buildings 92.3 ‘ ’ 91.4 1,119.3 1, 087.3 
Community buildings 168.6 ; " 177.8 2,273.7 2, 113.9 
Industrial buildings 58.9 : . 1,020.8 1,214.0 
All other nonresidential buildings 58.7 3 \ ; 973.8 878.8 


Additions, alterations, and repairs 121.5 \ bi " 1, 794.0 1,721.6 
Source: Department of Labor. 1 Includes new nonhousekeeping residential building, not shown separately. 7 Housekeeping only. 


Building Permit Activity 


Millions of Dollars Millions of Dollars 
2,000 
CLASS OF CONSTRUCTION TYPE OF BUILDING 


ALL BUILDING 
U7 CONSTRUCTION 


COMMERCIAL 
NEW DWELLING BUILDING 


ene 


NEW 
NONRESIDENTIAL 
BUILDING 
\ o*s. 
eo” "s, INDUSTRIAL 
BUILDING 


ADDITIONS, ALTERATIONS, 
AND REPAIRS 


tN tn eta, 


7 ~ 


0 
JFMAMJJASOND JFMAMJJASOND JFMAMJJASONOJFMAMJJASOND 
1956 5 1957 1956 1957 


SOUPCE: DEPARTMENT OF LABOR. CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.D. 57-10-E 
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Table C-2: Building Permit Activity: Valuation, by Type of Building Construction and Region! 





Valuation (in millions of dollars) Percent 
aa change, 
Type of building First 10 months first 10 


construction months 
i i i 1956 1956-57 


UNITED STATES 





New dwelling units 
New nonresidential building 


Commercial garages 
Gasoline and service stations 


Stores and other mercantile bldgs. ..... 
Community buildings..* 
Educational buildings 
Institutional buildings 
Religious buildings 
Garages, private residential 
Industrial buildings.” 
Public utilities buildings 


* 


VR ORDRORYVOYUYUNODOOBAN? 
VONANUSCRWYUE HE OURDWTE 


Commercial garages 
Gasoline and service stations 


Religious buildings 
Garages, private residential 


POM DODNNOCHUROOO HRD 
ANORADOUCANOCKBDBDOOD w 


[eo 8 
1 8 
4 4 
,a 2 
6 6 
9 5 
8 9 
9 1 
-8 2 
6 5 
-8 7 
3 0 
3 8 
-8 4 
a 6 
-0 8 
me 8 
02 5 


Additions, alterations, and repairs .......... 


= 


All building construction 2.......................0. 


2, 346. 
1,818. 
444, 
28. 3 
16.6 
44.9 
151.3 
203.6 
675.9 
386.6 
151.2 
138.1 
102.0 
381.9 
145.4 
68.7 : 
444.8] (4) 


eNom 
~~“ 1 oo 
N 


a Ww Ow 


Amusement buildings * 

Commercial garages 

Gasoline and service stations 
Office buildings * 

Stores and other mercantile bldgs. .... 


YPNNSNN 


Ve heme me RUD 

BeSRHSSASRowny 

WODRWK OUYUW AWW DOr” é 
Ww i WwUNn 

& QAO Oo nN ~~ a> 

ASESSRESESS 


pos 


See footnotes at end of table. 
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Table C-2: Building Permit Activity: Valuation, by Type of Building Construction and Region ! -- Continued 











Valuation (in millions of dollars) Percent 

Type of building change, 
construction First 10 months first 10 
months 


1956-57 


New dwelling units 
New nonresidential building 
Commercial buildings *.............s+0s0s0 


Commercial garages 
Gasoline and service stations 
Office buildings*........... siteabulscesnvtces 


Stores and other mercantile bldgs. .. 
* 


ASCWHOROMDNOCOANOHUDRY 
mM ANURDOANYKWDAR HY 
OMUBWOCANYSCONNOWNE RED 
mYW RK OR RYUWUYUNINNN DO DH 


New dwelling units 
New nonresidential building 


Amusement buildings *. 


Commercial garages 
Gasoline and service stations 


De ntuUunr a 


Store's and other mercantile bldgs. .. 
Community buildings * 

Educational buildings...............-.0::0+ 

Institutional buildings * 

Religious buildings 
Garages, private residential 
Industrial buildings*.................. 


NUNROCO RK WKH KR WOON Rew 


NY ON CUFF ONNN DOON kK RY S 
eh RO DWAWOY OYUN YVROkK Re DD 


6 
3 
-0 
“3 
ae 
“a 
a 
9 
.8 
a 
a 
3 
6 
wa 
.8 
-4 
9 
9 


Ahonen mW OW HAO NY 
w 


Additions, alterations, and repairs.......... 


Source: Department of Labor. 1 Composition of regions, and nonfarm population distribution by region, are shown below table A-2.  ? In- 
cludes new nonhousekeeping residential building, not shown separately. Housekeeping only. Change of less than one-half of 1 percent. 
* Includes some buildings previously classified under ‘‘public buildings,’ which will no longer be shown separately. Distribution of public build- 
ings to other categories (e.g., office, industrial, institutional) was begun with data for January 1956. See Note on page 17 of October 1957 issue. 


Table C-3: Building Permit Activity: Number of Nonresidential Buildings, by Type of Building 


Educational buildings................... 
Garages, private residential 

Gasoline and service stations.................. 
Industrial buildings * 

Institutional buildings * 

Office buildings * 

Religious buildings. 

Stores and other mercantile buildings .... 


Downs @©hYRAS &YVAwWrRe UNIO 


Source: Department of Labor. * See asterisk note to table C-2 above. 
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Table C-4: Building Permit Activity: Valuation and Number of New Dwelling Units, by Type of Structure, 
Public-Private Ownership, and Region ! 


(Housekeeping units only) 


Th 
Valuation (in millions of dollars) Number of dwelling units 
ao we 1956 1957 First 10 months 1956 1957 First 10 months 
e of structure 
- 1956__| 1957 1956 1957 
ITED FATES 


All new dwelling units.. ‘ ; ; , 949. | ,947 | 79, 832, 773 735, 675 
Privately owned . : . , 784. ‘ ; 816, 066 715, 244 

i 720, 111 585, 284 

38, 446 42,040 

5-or-more family .... y 5 \ ‘ y : 57, 509 87, 920 
Publicly owned . : : : ’ 16, 707 20, 431 


All new dwelling units.. b ‘ . 928. ,611.8 | , 007 J 174, 840 140, 549 
Privately owned ......... 5 b ; , 847. ig 34 . ® 166, 200 134, 945 

i 145, 508 112,092 

2-4 family ; i : , ; 8,071 7, 235 
5-or-more family .... ‘ is ; . y . i‘ 12,621 15,618 
Publicly owned ‘ . ; ; -6 | 8, 640 5,604 


All new dwelling units.. s ’ ji y sa E , 226, 028 183, 889 
Privately owned , 6 ‘ ‘ A R y L 222, 097 180,475 

i 207, 107 157, 859 

: ‘ ; 8, 064 9, 928 

5-or-more family .... ; i , ‘ 9 | . ‘ 6, 926 12, 688 
Publicly owned ; , ; ‘ 9 | 3, 931 3, 414 


All new dwelling units.. " , 5 , 036. 7 q X 219, 423 209, 796 
Privately owned A , ; f y : ; 216, 385 201, 244 

i 195, 090 174, 073 

. ; b ; i 9, 238 9, 701 

5-or-more family .... . : 5 ; 7 i ; 12,057 17, 470 
Publicly owned : L : ' 9 | 3, 038 8, 552 


All new dwelling units.. , j Rs ; lf ’ . 212,482 | 201, 441 
Privately owned ‘ : : ’ ki ; 211, 384 198, 580 
1-family i ‘ " , ‘ . 172, 406 141, 260 

2-4 family... a ‘ : 4 . , E - 13, 073 15, 176 
5-or-more family .. , , , ‘ 3 | 25, 905 42, 144 
Publicly owned ‘ ; : 9 | 1,098 2, 861 


Source: Department of Labor. t Composition of regions, and nonfarm population distribution by region, are shown below table A-2. 


Chart 6. 


Building Permit Activity, By Regions 


Millions of Dollars 
700 


NORTH CENTRAL 


J 
1957 
SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF LABOR. CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.D. 57-10-F 
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Table C-5: Building Permit Activity: Valuation, by Metropolitan-Nonmetropolitan Location and by State 
(Millions of dollars) 


= First 9 months Percent 
change, 


lst 9 mos. 


1956-57 


State 


ALL STATES 
Metropolitan areas 
Nonmetropolitan areas 


MI ccisiiicnaicinacescanebates tania 
Arizona 

Colorado 

Connecticut 


District of Columbia 
Florida 


m= OO 
VSPan~ 


Illinois 
Indiana 


& SI e Ow NNNNO Cnw hr 
SCrnNoaoow wowuoovVn wh &ww 
Ar ono win Ow Yon ee 


WROD OD Wwwon 
DAYVnweD NALhwWN 
onovwvo worvoesV 


Pree y 


Kansas 


Kentucky 
Louisiana .... 


Massachusetts 


9 8 » i 5 5 2 
7 2 be 9 1 9 
9 4 3 8 2 8 
7 2 ~F 5 3 0 
2 5 9 6 5 1 


Michigan 
Minnesota 
Mississippi .... 
Missouri 
Montana 


a & & Nw \O 
= Nwe uv 
ae OO » 


Nebraska 


New Hampshire 
New Jersey 
New Mexico 


oTmoN > © &NN NS 
CMOAN OMNIA 
DRACH On DRO 
NWOUS BORE 


YViwO enw 
naonomnm 
ok Ne 


North Carolina 
North Dakota 


Oklahoma 


onwmofn 
AonUe 
ANrRANn 
N= RAF 
We Oo w 
NNW OW 


Pennsylvania 
Rhode Island 
South Carolina 
South Dakota 


Tennessee 
Texas .... 


NFU ew 
eNO O 
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mm Hw mm Ww 
wON KF AW 


NoODAwouU 
RONOA 
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Virginia 


Washington 
West Virginia 
Wisconsin 
Wyoming 


NO mo 
WwW Ow 
moO Mw 
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oAr™N 
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Source: Department of Labor. 





CONSTRUCTION REVIEW 


Table C-6: Building Permit Activity: Number of New Dwelling Units, by Metropolifan-Nonmetropolitan Location and by State 


(Housekeeping units only) 


change, 
lst 9 ; 
pt eh Od ed ed Le 


ALL STATES 753,224 | 656, 497 -13 
Metropolitan areas 577,291 | 504, 488 -13 
Nonmetropolitan areas 5 980 | B42 | 1 17, 767° 31] 175, 933 | 


Alabama 
Arizona 


California 140, 033 
966 11, 740 


Connecticut ; 13, 556 
Delaware 2, 372 
District of Columbia 1, 416 
Florida ; 43, 542 
i 13, 379 11, 250 


1,219| 1,075 
Illinois .... i 3 46, 781 37, 442 
Indiana .... : : 15, 879 12, 116 
6, 581 4, 507 
Kansas 6, 626 4, 878 


Kentucky , 7, 364 6, 327 
Louisiana .... 9,218 8, 440 


90 1, 134 935 
Maryland . ° ‘ F 17,981 18, 107 
Massachusetts ‘ i ‘ . 18, 075 12, 685 


Michigan B ; ‘ 40, 623 32, 354 
Minnesota ; . 5 12,977 11, 006 
Mississippi 2, 347 1,916 
Missouri 5 11, 002 8, 206 
1, 480 1, 002 





3, 788 2,953 
1, 833 1, 488 
New Hampshire 1, 550 1,048 
New Jersey E E % 34, 428 27,171 
New Mexico 3,641 4,022 





59, 248 45, 436 
North Carolina 8, 678 7,014 
North Dakota ayo 1, 136 
i 41, 566 34,117 

5, 903 4, 354 


5, 483 3, 464 
Pennsylvania ; ; i . 27, 137 22,935 
Rhode Island 2, 374 1,920 
South Carolina 3, 147 2, 581 
South Dakota 1, 292 815 





9,444 7,541 
36, 945 38, 618 
5, 443 4, 483 
256 252 
VE GRIER xcccccsecscsccecnrvvevessnecssese a . . } 21, 130 16, 495 


Washington ‘ E 12,183 | 11, 143 
West Virginia 2, 513 2, 073 
i i 16, 152 14,515 
860 706 


Source: Department of Labor. 1 Change of less than one-half of 1 percent. 
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CONSTRUCTION REVIEW 


Table C-7: Building Permit Activity: Valuation, in Selected Metropolitan Areas 


(Millions of dollars) 





Metropolitan area 





I MEI. chacs vevinisassedsiciibianinouiliphenecse 
INI UE 1. cc ccenccdenssoteisubndibbesinese 
Birmingham, Ala 

Boston, Mass. .......... 

Buffalo, N. Y. ...... 

NS ND s ties eciesnicss cstssincbablorscsecitesets 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Columbus, Ohio 

Denver, Colo 

Detroit, Mich. 

BGI aMAPOli®, OG. ........0.ccearnecseseresosesess 
Los Angeles, Calif. ....... 

Miami, Fla... hail 

Milwaukee, Wis... 

New York-Northeastern New Jersey .. 
Norfolk-Portsmouth, Va 
Philadelphia, Pa.............. 

Phoenix, Ariz........... 

SN EIT eto ts a 
Sale Lake City, Utah 

San Diego, Calif. 

San Francisco-Oakland, Calif. .......... 
IN, TRI ois occu extenecdlscevscrexiecsiite 
PPM MNMN, TD. Co sce cctnicivscsscccisecoseccic 


Source: Department of Labor. 


1957 





First 9 months 





May June July Aug. 





ll. 
26. 

8. 
26. 
24. 


8. 
29. 
6. 
20. 
15. 
111. 
47. 
11. 
13. 
64. 
10. 
121. 
33. 
22. 
106. 
19. 
42. 
12. 
13. 
5. 
20. 
33.5 
13.8 
72.3 


ll. 


~ 
no 


NOMIYYOCUVAN RK BNDWOAeK RE OU UWE 


27. 
14. 
95. 
31. 
14. 
14. 


31. 
17. 
ll. 
66. 

8. 


_ 
oo 


COCK UN RF NDR NWARENUYRENAWOO 


47. 
8. 
94. 
18. 
13. 
128. 


30. 
18. 
190. 
4. 
41. 
10. 
5. 
4. 
23. 
39. 
15. 
27. 


SCKHROUMDOCDOKBAROWOCA I COUR ONN 
SCMRNIONWWOAWNWNKRORDWNOUR 
NY RUOOCOCOUSCNUMBUROWAMUSONWID 


20. 


* Revised. 


Sept. 


14. 


ll. 

4. 
17. 
14. 


94. 


26. 
13. 


ll. 
54. 
10. 


104. 


19. 
15. 
153. 
4. 
32. 


13. 
6. 


6. 
16. 
43. 


1956 1957 
112. 
171. 

54. 
189. 
131. 
932. 
309. 


107. 
117. 
547. 
99. 

1, 232. 
206. 
145. 
1, 208. 
60. 
406. 
92. 
56. 

57. 
137. 
365. 
142. 
252. 
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Table C-8: Building Permit Activity: Number of New Dwelling Units, in Selected Metropolitan Areas 


Metropolitan area 


Atlanta, Ga 

Baltimore, Md 

Birmingham, Ala. ............ 

Boston, Mass. ................+. 

SG Ri, aii tinacicncisencs 
eee 

Cleveland, Ohio ........... 

Columbus, Ohio 

Denver, Colo. ........... 

Detroit, Mich. ........... 

Indianapolis, Ind.......... 

Los Angeles, Calif...... 

PERE, Piss sscsiess ceseescase 

TN TN ca dees chcai ca diedcueciion 
New York-Northeastern New Jersey.. 
Norfolk-Portsmouth, Va. ...............000 
MINNIS Tas. isvemscecsincnseasisoniesins 
Phoenix, Ariz iti 
Rochester, N. Y 

Sale Lake City, Utah 

San Diego, Calif. . ae 
San Freacisco-Oakiend, ‘Calif. i 
IS II ss sialics soenacisinctinatctenia 
Washington, D. C 


Source: Department of Labor. 


(Housekeeping only) 


| 1956 | 1957 


First 9 months 


Percent 
change, 
lst 9 mos. 
1956-57 


Percent 
change, 
lst 9 mos. 


1956-57 


-21 
+13 
+10 
-26 
-26 
-19 
-8 
-22 
-13 
-24 
-16 
-10 
+10 
+ 3 
-21 
-34 
-17 
+43 
-20 
-25 
+25 
-20 
+8 
-21 
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Table C-9: Building Permit Activity: Valuation in Selected Metropolitan Areas, 
by Type of Building Construction 


September 1957 pane of dollars) 


Type of building 
construction 


All building construction! ; . 13, 109 
New dwelling units? 2 r y 6, 826 
New nonresidential building ; : é 2, 400 

Commercial buildings.’ Piisinxisvepesesonsennss : : 180 


Commercial garages is 
Gasoline and service stations 


cereal beildings 
Garages, private residential 


Public utilities buildings.*. 
All other nonresidential buildings‘... 
Additions, alterations, and repairs 


Los = York- 
— Northeastern| Portsmouth, 
New Jer 


All building construction! 11, 118 72 10, 823 19, 212 15, 701 153, 930 
New dwelling units 2 6, 310 5,412 9,791 8,778 63, 447 
3,014 4, 830 5,818 5, 557 73,657 

2, 558 1,332 50, 365 

a eae 0 35 0 308 

Commercial garages ......... — 670 0 929 100 
Gasoline and service stations........ 167 313 51 446 

814 135 42, 661 

1, 395 217 6, 850 

2, 457 3, 247 15,813 

2, 382 2, 515 9, 788 

17 0 4,501 

Religious buildings.... siawiceaiald 732 1,524 
Garages, private residential 603 1, 415 
Industrial buildings Mm. 252 4, 663 

0 362 

All other nonresidential buildings *... 3,251 123 1,039 
Additions, alterations, and repairs 11, 498 ;. = 16, 604 


All building construction! 

New dwelling units? 

New nonresidential building <a 
Commercial buildings.*. 


Commercial garages .. nit 
Gasoline and service stations 


Institutional beildiee 3 
Religious buildings 
Garages, private residential 
Industrial buildings.+... 
Public utilities buildings.©. %.. a 
All other nonresidential buildings *. = 
Additions, alterations, and repairs 
Source: Department of Labor. 1 Includes new nonhousekeeping residential building, not shown cine 2 Housekeeping only. 


* Includes some buildings previously classified under * ‘public buildings,’’ which will no longer be shown separately. Distribution of public build 
ings to other categories (e.g., office, industrial, institutional) was begun with data for January 1956. See Note on page 17 of October 1957 issue. 





Part D-Contracts 


Table D-1: Contract Awards: Public Construction, by Ownership and Type of Construction! 


Value (in millions of dollars) Percent 

Ownership and | 1956 | > change, 
type of construction 1956 1957 first 10 
fox [or [ome [oor [oe [om [om [om To vs 


rm 
a 
4 
wo 


TOTAL PUBLIC CONSTRUCTION 


FEDERALLY OWNED 
Residential buildings ............ 
Nonresidential buildings. 
Educational. 
Hospital and institutional 
Administrative and service 
Other nonresidential buildings 
Airfield buildings. 
Troop housing. 
Warehouses 


_ 
a 


Pron Pan SrSynaange 
we 


>. -Fer 
Oo & we 


an? 
0S Oe 


NSN \o 
a 
ne 


N 
FPePR RON ASH 


WOH ARDWHMWAYVH!H AWA CO 
WON Oh — we Ow 


wa 
arm 
— 


Airfields 

Conservation and development. 
Highways 

Electric power 

All other federally. owned 


N 
~ 


et ee 


= NN 
DANwa 
i) 
- 
rtcrererfkrererere so ae 
NACORNRWN RK VW RWO 


a= Oo = 


wn 
_ 
noe 


STATE AND LOCALLY OWNED 
Residential buildings....................... 
Nonresidential buildings 
Educational 
Hospital and institutional 
Administrative and service 
Other nonresidential a 
Highways ... honest mer 
Sewer and water systems. 


oo 

> 

ys yt > pe 
~~ NO WAN UW © OhUPR DAU 


8 8 
~ NwWwe o 
: YYYayS a 


yY 
SOolkvwst KH OsInowos OAWOnNOOKw WOOK DWxXIAHAWO oO 


Public service enterprises 
PODINS GO WOR sais seisciscassiicsinceraicie 


i 
OnNWNVUN DWenNNOOW=! 


Conservation and development ......... 
All other State and locally owned..... 
Source: Departments of Commerce and Labor. 1 Includes major force-account projects started, principally by TVA and State highway de- 
partments. 2 Less than $50,000. 
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Table D-2: Contract Awards: Highway Construction, by Ownership, Source of Funds, and Type of Facility! 


Value (in millions of dollars) Percent 

Ownership, source of funds change, 
and type of facility aaasiias 
fox [ome [a [Time Po | me [ = 


ALL HIGHWAY CONSTRUCTION a 3, 302.6 
FEDERALLY OWNED 


STATE OWNED 
Federally aided projects: 


Federal funds 
Independent State projects: 


Source: Departments of Commerce and Labor. 


palities and counties. 
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Contracts Awarded on Public 
Construction 


Millions of Dollars 


OWNERSHIP 


\7 STATE AND LOCAL 


o* o% FEDERAL 
e®Pccccced tte * 
eocee™ 


- 
e 
. 
. 
e 
e 
e 


Pm — M00, goo 0teee Meese 


TOE Ce SAS OMG te RRR CAAT ORCS Fe A Re TKR Seon 
1955 1956 1957 


SOURCE: DEPARTMENTS OF COMMERCE AND LABOR. CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.0.57-10-G 





Table D-3: Value of Construction Contracts Reported by the F. W. Dodge Corporation 


Percent change, 
first 11 months 
1956-57 


29, 555 


Building construction 
Residential 
Nonresidential 10, 452 


Engineering 6, 941 
Public works 4,939 
Utilities 


Source: Table compiled by Department of Commerce from data published by the F. W. Dodge Corporation. 


Table D-4: Value of Construction Contract Awards Reported by the Engineering News-Record 


Ownership and Year 
type of construction ° 
1956-57 


-17 
Privately owned -38 
I iki sitssicasneistovseieneins cessersserpnppiawpnnssnitostesingione’ +17 


Private industrial buildings 

Buildings, except private industrial 

Highways and bridges 

Sewer systems 

Water systems vale 

Cicteneehtid cae all CURIE on xn a isisisccencseseccescdctusacesiecncnbssvectnse ce 


Source: Table compiled by Department of Commerce from data published by the Engineering News-Record. Data include only those 
projects with contract values above the following minimum sizes: Water supply, earthwork, and waterways--$44,000; other public 
works--$73,000; industrial buildings--$93,000; other buildings--$344,000. Veen. 
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Part E--Costs 


Table E-1: Construction Cost Indexes 


Compiler and coverage Dee 
[Fone | Taly J Avg. Sepe [Got [Wor | Nor. | Now. | Nor 


American Appraisal Company 
Associated General Contractors 
E. H. Boeckh and Associates (20 city average 
Residences 
Apartments, hotels, and office buildings 
Commercial and factory buildings 
Engineering News-Record 
Building 
Construction 
Department of Commerce composite 


Source: Department of Commerce. 1 4 composite of cost indexes representative of the major types of construction, weighted by the current 
relative importance of each type. 


Table E-2: Indexes of Wholesale Prices of Building Materials, by Selected Classes 


Percent 
Commodity  oninesapeeniensipeecsese lttietinei aig aed 
Hose f tae} og f ere fap tons Safe Ben 1956-57 


ALL BUILDING MATERIALS ! : . ; , , ; 128.1} 130.8 . 


LUMBER AND WOOD PRODUCTS: 

126.4 | 123.1 
130.1 | 122.0 
117.4} 118.8 
138.5 

122.9 

127.9 

105.9 

108.9 

105.0 


Douglas fir 
Southern pine 
Other softwoods 


a wnw kh Owu 
WAOY Re OkWUY 


waAROW OK Ow 


PAINT AND PAINT MATERIALS: 
; 115.0 
Paint materials ............0.00s00+0 inneiisiainiee LF : ki i ; i i 97.1 


METAL PRODUCTS: 

Structural shapes 

Hardware, finish 

Plumbing equipment 
Enameled iron fixtures 
Vitreous china fixtures 
Brass fittings 

Heating equipment 
Furnaces 
Water heaters 


DWwWwWWUNDBOWW 
DOUwWURBOWY 
Cre OW OND VYw Ww 
DH OmMONDURY 


mewn NW Ww & 
DAK DN NW = ww 


NONMETALLIC MINERAL PRODUCTS: 
Glass, plate 
Glass, window 
Concrete ingredients 
Portland cement 
Concrete products 
Structural clay products 
Gypsum products 
Asphalt roofing 
Insulation materials........................ doikacase 


MISCELLANEOUS PRODUCTS: 


— Ome SN DO SW 
- Or O RN UO 
VD OWN NO NS 
a Am Re UN OO SI 
wee mR Bw ew © 
NOFYVNWADWUY 
~ ++ + 
woOoOWwW kK & & CO CO 


~+ 


Kitchen cabinets, metal 


Source: Department of Labor. 1 Includes items not shown separately. 2 Change of less than one-half of 1 percent. 
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Table E-3: Wholesale Prices of Selected Building Materials 
LUMBER 


em 1956 
mmodit 

: Oct. 
Douglas fir: - 


Dimension, construction, 25% Standard green, S4S, os R.L., mixed c/1, 

f.o.b. mill .. Spiacavhsgpatenadeccass tebeunasdiae saben L fe . 243 | $62.867 | $67. 116 

Boards, construction, 25% Standard green, S45, R. L., 1x8", loose, 

mixed c/1 of boards and dimension, f.o.b. mill... anon sire We test te . ft. . 735 53. 475 61.552 

Timbers, construction, 8’’x8’’ to 12x12”, R.L.., green, f.0.b. mill . sspleeecanew ft . 385 71.071 79. 282 
Southern pine: 

Dimension , No. 2 and better, 2’’x4’’x16’, dry, S.L., S4S, f.0.b. mill ..........0000s00e0 7 Le. . 599 84. 599 86. 255 

Boards, No. 2 and better, 1’’x6’’, dry, R.L., S4S, f.o.b. mill . ft. . 490 76. 308 81.794 
Ponderosa pine boards, No. 3 common, 1’’x8’’, R.L., S2 or 4S, c/l 

or mixed cars, f.o.b. mill . e. . 690 68. 810 70. 830 
Oak, red, flooring, plain, 25/32’’ thick, 2-1/4’’ face, select, f.o.b. mill . ft. .302 | 166.888 | 189.079 
Maple flooring, 2d grade , 25/32’’ x2-1/4’’ face, f.o.b. mill . ft. - 867 | 212.295 | 209. 738 
Poplar, plain, No. 2B common, 4/4’’, R.W., f.o.b. mill . ft. . 000 60. 000 60. 000 
Beech, No. 2 common, 4/4’, R.W. & L., f.0.b. mill La. . 000 56. 000 56. 000 

Mi LLWORK 
Door, flush type, interior, hardwood face, premium arm 2’6’’x6'8’’x 1-3/8’, 

f.o.b. factory, carlot freight allowed, zone 1 .. seifueedies . 960 . 960 8. 130 
Door frame, ponderosa pine, exterior, 1-5/16’’ x2”, casing, ry sill, f. o. .b. ‘factory i . 338 9. 394 
Window, ponderosa pine, 2-light, check rail, open, f.o.b. factory . 681 . 681 1. 668 

PLYWOOD 
Douglas fir, interior, grade A-D, 1/4’’x48’’x96"’ , f.0.b. mill . ft. j . 645 65. 246 
Douglas fir, interior, grade C-D, 5/16’’ x48’’x96"’, f.0.b. mill ae . . 188 57.951 
BOARD 
Insulation, fiber, 1/2’’x48’’x96’’, interior, f.0.b. plant, freight equalized ~..........s-s0+ M sq. ft. k . 000 57. 500 


PREPARED PAINT 
Emulsion, water-thinned, inside, delivered j - 743 2. 608 
Varnish, floor, first grade, delivered ; .119 3.951 
Enamel, white, gloss, first grade, delivered ‘ . 128 4.928 
Inside, flat, white, first grade, delivered stn ‘ . 383 3. 203 
Outside, white, first grade, delivered t . 808 4. 610 


METAL PRODUCTS 
Structural shapes, carbon steel, 6’’x4’’x1/2”’ angles, 30’ long, ASTM spec. A-7, 

base quantity, f.o.b. mill ‘ . 942 : 5. 267 
Bars, reinforcing, carbon steel, 3/4’’ rounds x 30’ long with 10% shorts, 

spec. ASTM A-15, 50T, base quantity, f.o.b. mill i . 210 .210 5. 738 
Sheets, galvanized, carbon steel, 24 gage x 30’’ wide x 96’’ long, commercial 

coating, base chemistry, base packaging, base quantity, f.o.b. mill O lb. 8. 220 8. 220 8. 220 
Pipe, standard, black, carbon steel, buttweld, threaded and coupled, 1-1/4’’ 

nominal, random lengths, wt. 228 lbs., f.o.b. mill ; 19.814 19.814 18. 376 
Pipe, standard, galvanized, carbon steel, buttweld, threaded and coupled, 

1-1/4’ nominal, random lengths, wt. 228 lbs., f.o.b. mill k 23. 264 23. 264 22. 516 
Nails, wire, carbon steel, 8-penny, common, c/I, f.0.b. mill 9. 828 9. 828 9. 368 
Soil pipe, cast iron, 2’’ to 6’’, single and double hub, service pipe, extra heavy, 

f.o.b. foundry, index number (1947-49 = 100) (114.5)} (115. 1)] (114.5) 
Aluminum sheets, 3003-H14, hard alloy, mill finish, 0. 64’’ x48’’x144”’, 30, — lbs. 

or over, f.o.b. shipping point, freight allowed P $0. 449 $0. 449 $0. 427 

© water tubing, type L, 3/4’’ size, 0.045’’ thick, 2,000 ft. or more in 60° 

coils (0. 455 lbs. per linear ft.), f.o.b. mill, freight allowed . 264 . 264 . 303 
Wire, building, type R, size 12, single braid, f.o.b. destination, or freight prepaid 

on specified amounts . 15. 440 19. 280 
Screening, insect, bronze wire, 18x14 mesh, 30’’ wide, c/1, f.0.b. factory ..........sserseers mee ; 28. 170 28. 170 


PLUMBING EQUIPMENT 
Bath tub, enameled iron, 5’, recessed, f.o.b. factory, freight allowed 55. 216 55. 216 
Lavatory, enameled iron, 20’’x18’’, f.o.b. plant, freight allowed 13. 497 13. 497 
Water closet, vitreous china, close coupled, reverse trap, f.o.b. plant, freight 
24. 686 24. 686 
Sink, enameled steel, 32’’ x21"’ , flat rim, 2-compartment, acid resisting, 
without drainboard, f.o.b. plant, freight allowed 13. 194 13. 194 


See footnotes at end of table. 
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Table E-3: Wholesale Prices of Selected Building Material s--Continued 


HEATING EQUIPMENT 
Boiler, heating, steel, oil fired, steam rating 400 sq. ft., less burner, 
with jacket and standard trim, f.o.b. factory, freight allowed Each 
Convector, nonferrous, free standing, average steam rating 43 sq. ft., E.D.R., 
f.o.b. factory, freight allowance Sq. ft., inel. 
Furnace, warm air: enclosure 
Steel, oil fired, forced air, gun-type burner, average bonnet output 
90,000-115, 000 BTU per hr., f.0.b. factory, freight allowance Each 
Steel, gas fired, standard automatic controls, average input rating 
85, 000-110, 000 BTU per hr., enclosing jacket, f.o.b. factory, 
freight allowance 
Furnace, floor, gas fired, floor grill, average input rating 40, 000-60,000 BTU 
per hr., manual controls, f.0.b. factory ......scvesssesesssesesneersaeseneanensenssneenseneencenesessneesnenes “i 
Oil burner, mechanical forced draft (gun-type), 2-1/2 gal. per hr., 
thermostat, limit and stack controls, f.0.b. faCtOry ..........00-s-ssesessssesecsneeesnsensenseseensensees a 
Water heater, gas, automatic, 30-gal. storage tank, galvanized steel, 
l-year guarantee, f.o.b. factory, freight allowed 


NONMETALLIC MINERAL PRODUCTS 
Sand, construction, f.o.b. plant 
Gravel, for concrete, 1-1/2’’ maximum, f.o.b. plant 
Crushed stone, for concrete, 1-1/2’’ maximum, f.o.b. plant............... ‘a 
Block, concrete, lightweight aggregate, 8’’x8’’x16”’ , f.0.b. plant 
Pipe, concrete, culvert, reinforced, 24’’ diameter, ASTM spec. C76-41 table 1, 
3"’ wall thickness, 3’-8’ lengths, delivered 
Brick, building, f.o.b. plant 
Brick, face, red, first quality, textured, f.o.b. plant 
Tile, clay, partition, scored, 4’’x12’’x12’’, 3-cell, 16 Ibs., f.o.b. plant 
Sewer pipe, vitrified clay, 8’’ diameter, 3’ lengths, standard strength, f.o.b. plant 
Lath, gypsum, 3/8’’ x16’ ’ x48’, f.0.b. plant, freight equalized 
Wallboard, gypsum, 3/8’’ x48’’ , varying lengths, f.o.b. plant, freight equalized 
Plaster, gypsum, base coat, f.o.b. plant, freight equalized 
Shingles, asphalt, strip, 210 lbs., f.o.b. factory, freight allowance 
Lime, hydrated, building, finishing, f.0.b. plant .............sscsesesesereseses 5 
Siding shingles, asbestos cement, f.o.b. plant, freight equalized 


Source: Department of Labor. 1Not available. 


(NOTE: Tables E-4 and E-5, Union Wage Scales in the Building Trades, 
are shown quarterly in the February, May, August, and November issues.) 
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. 283 
. 609 
- 882 
. 302 


- 591 
- 674 


$193. 570 
- 454 


250. 019 


174. 334 
57. 541 
106. 181 
41. 640 


1. 231 
1.514 
1.614 

. 182 


4. 126 
30. 718 
39.998 

134. 556 
- 520 
24. 990 
32. 830 
15. 928 

5. 897 
21. 183 
11. 111 





Part F--Materials Output 





Chort 8. Indexes of Materials Output 


Selected Groups of Construction Materials 
index (1947-49=100) Index (1947-49=100) 
200 7 200 


(_] october 1956 
ES) October 1957 


LUMBER MILLWORK FORTLANO ASPHALT HEATING IRON AND CLar 
AND WOOD VARNISH AND CEMENT PRODUCTS AND PLUMBING STEEL CONSTRUCTION 
PRODUCTS LACQUER EQUIPMENT PRODUCTS PRODUCTS 


SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.D. 57-10-H 


Table F-1: Construction Materials: Indexes of Output 


(Monthly average 1947-49 = 100) 
Moathly Indexes 


Materials group 1956 1957 


Oct.| Nov. | Dec.| Jan. | Feb.| Mar. | Apr. | May | June | July | Aug. | Sepe.| Oct. 


Lumber and wood products.... ‘ bs a ) 5 ‘ . ; " . b -5} 130.3 
Millwork ; ; : ; ; ‘ : \ : ‘ \ -5| 134.5 
Paint, varnish, and 

lacquer ; ‘ ; 3 2 , ‘ \ , ; ‘ .O} 119.6 
Portland cement } : ‘ : . : ; ; , . , -7| 180.2 
Asphalt products ; : ; ‘ ‘ 5 . ; oF : , .3| 126.8 
Heating and plumbing 

equipment ; , ; a . \ : . , ‘ s .8| 138.3 
Iron and steel products ; ; ‘ } ; ; ; : . i : 0} 148.7 
Clay construction products... [ : , ; i ? , y 3 ’ ; .9| 146.4 

Indexes 


1957 
2d qtr. 3d gtr. 


Gypsum products 188. 4 189. 5 158.0 145.8 142.1 156.2 168.2 
Plumbing fixtures 141.9 137.4 116.8 117.9 116.1 117.1 107.2 


Source: Table compiled by the Department of Commerce from data reported by various Government agencies and by private firms as 
shown in notes to the tables following in Part F. * Output indexes for 1956 have been revised for asphalt products. The revised in- 


dexes replace those shown previously in Construction Review and are as follows: 
1956 


Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. Ann. avg. 


67.1 98.1 127.4 79.2 111.2 116.5 118.5 124.9 115.4 124.9 86.1 52.1 101.8 
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Chart 9. Lumber and Wood Products 


Index (1947-49=100) Index of Production Index (1947-49 =100) 


12-MONTH MOVING AVERAGE 


1956 1957 


SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE. CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.D 57-10-1 


Table F-2: Lumber and Wood Products: Production, Shipments, and Stocks 


Geagins Se Insulatin 
Softwood lumber Hardwood flooring plywood anon + Hardboard 
(Million board feet) (Thousand board feet) (Million (Tons) 
square feet) (Tons) 
Production 


766, 269 | 294, 214 
1,007,653 | 464, 868 
1,092,890 | 529,558 
1,117,010 6 1,102,012 | 539,981 

12 months ending: 
July 1957 1, 006, 296 987,389 | 555, 630 
August 1957 989, 569 973,991 | 565, 403 
September 1957 $ 979, 757 971,788 | 576, 389 
October 1957.....: 970, 900 972,057 | 590, 366 


96, 829 |102, 681 87,051 45, 537 
83, 951 |108, 792 73,779 43,918 
69, 278 |114, 074 63, 491 
82, 340 |123, 194 85, 189 44, 006 
72, 782 |128, 579 78, 768 
80, 821 |120, 826 81, 667 
85, 457 |115, 712 86, 266 
87, 813 |113, 114 84, 107 
78, 203 |112, 084 84, 678 

110, 120 

109, 973 

109, 608 

104, 641 


October, 195657 con. ~3 -18 week +31 
First 10 mos., 1956-57 --7 -18 -- +4 +11 


Source: Table compiled by Department of Commerce (BDSA) from data reported by the National, Lumber Manufacturers Association, 
i jati * As of end of period. | Change of less than one-half of 1 percent. 
the Douglas Fir Plywood Association, and the Bureau of the Census. per 8 ao 
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Chart. 10 Paint, Varnish, and Lacquer 


Index of Production for Trade Sales 
Index (1947-49=100 Index (1947-49=100) 


12-MONTH MOVING AVERAGE 





1949 1950 


SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.D. 57-10-J 


Table F-3: Millwork Products, and Paint, Varnish, and Lacquer: Production 
Production - Production for trade sales 
(Thousands of units) (Thousands of gallons) 





Period Ponderosa Hardwood Exterior 


. Sash Paint, varnish, & lacquer 
pine doors doors frames 


is eto antares 3, 768 3, 298 11,043 4, 186 266, 701 

eI ee a 2, 285 5,940 11,054 5,791 284, 458 
ise es a ee ee 2, 253 6, 786 12, 733 7,259 312, 510 
os Se acl ata tacavs 2,035 6, 404 10,551 5, 679 312, 543 

12 months ending: 
ng as a ell raion 2,01 5, 708 10, 042 5,377 320, 189 
Ritts rsutbipancp aimee 1, 996 5, 687 9, 896 5, 313 319, 412 
EE Or 2,01 5, 663 9, 882 5, 313 319, 933 
RII cs sk oc sctendshxincnnssecncantvapeesbekeoes 2,022 5, 608 9, 856 5, 281 318, 620 

192 


RG Ride fein ch a ek tl hile See 558 1, 103 27, 903 
November .. 161 513 799 24, 407 
i ae scucwcimoeieanpantibaas 137 410 616 20, 282 
NE i siciissssxssismatesrnticsnins vqeeeibeesiobisans 151 431 25,028 
NN ih sistseiesavthcteheb consenicniraedanvocieos 170 481 28, 314 
Bcd hc ecpckaeesicici Atcaeabmneelass 163 448 24, 900 
Oe he Ee oat cine aaa 180 452 28, 108 
asset 164 395 29, 577 
I eas ck, Se So eo sale 165 507 28, 974 

156 425 28, 582 

187 538 28,078 
September 186 505 25, 780 
October 202 503 26, 590 








October, 1956-57 -§ 


First 10 mos., 1956-57 -1 -15 +2 


Source: Table compiled by Department of Commerce (BDSA) from data reported by the National Wood Work Manufacturers Association 
(whose data on ponderosa pine and hardwood doors, sash,and exterior frames are only from member firms, and are not adjusted to 
represent full coverage) and the Bureau of the Census. 
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Chart Gypsum Products 


Index of Shipments 
Index (1947-49 =100) Index (1947-49=100) 


! =a) een + eg Borg 364 


2 3 2 
1949 1950 1956 1957 
SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE. CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.D. 57-10-P 


Table F-4: Portland Cement, and Asphalt and Gypsum Products: Production, Shipments, and Stocks 


Pro- Ship- " Shipments Shipments 
duction ments Stocks (Thousands of squares) (Million square feet) 


(Thousands of barrels) Asphalt Asphalt 
Asphale ‘ 4 G G 
repared insulated and tar ypsum ypsum 
Portland cement _— brick saturated board! lath! 
roofing ae 
siding felts 
200, 607 | 199, 306 
271,277 | 274,096 
296, 829 | 296, 275 
316,465 | 311,571 
12 months ending: 
July 1957 296,042 | 292, 383 
August 1957 297, 393 | 294, 508 
September 1957 299, 634 | 295,040 
October 1957 300,704 | 294,617 


29,051 31, 587 
25, 874 22, 906 
24, 429 17, 990 
19, 320 11, 927 
17,827 15, 274 
22, 642 20, 757 
23, 967 23, 351 
27, 485 29, 203 
26, 462 29, 758 
20, 287 25, 827 
31, 406 35, 732 
30, 884 30, 707 
30,121 31, 164 


Percent chan 


First 10 mos., 1956-57 - 6 -- - 8 -14 +5 


Source: Table compiled by Department of Commerce (BDSA) from data reported by the Department of Interior (Bureau of Mines), and 
the Bureau of the Census. * As of end of period. 1 Data reported on quarterly basis. 
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Table F-5: Portland Cement: Destination of Shipments, by State 


(Thousands of barrels) 


ee cae 12 months ending 


July Aug. Sept. 
Poem of oe Foe Le ir 


4, 785 

Alabama .... ’ 
Arizona 2, 636 
’ 1, 707 
California y : 5 . 33, 555 
Colorado ’ ’ 3, 883 


Connecticut > . 5, 104 
Delaware 919 
District of Columbia . 1, 195 
Florida ’ ’ 9,997 

i 5, 027 


, 957 
Illinois .... i . " 15, 824 


Indiana 


Kansas 


Kentucky 
Louisiana 


Maryland 
Massachusetts 


Michigan 
Minnesota 
Mississippi 
Missouri 
Montana 


Nebraska 


New Hampshire 
New Jersey 
New Mexico 


North Carolina 
North Dakota 


Oklahoma 


Pennsylvania 
Rhode Island 
South Carolina 
South Dakota 


Tennessee 


Vermont 
Virginia 


Washington 
West Virginia 
Wisconsin 
Wyoming 


Source: Table compiled by Department of Commerce from data reported by Department of Interior (Bureau of Mines). 
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Chart 12. Iron and Steel Products 
Index of Shipments 


Index (1947-49=100) Index (1947-49=100) 


12-MONTH MOVING AVERAGE 


1949 1950 1956 1957 


SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE. CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.D. 57-10-L 


Table F-6: lron and Steel Products: Shipments, Bookings, and Backlog 


(Thousands of tons) 


Shipments Ship- Back- 
ments ings | log 


Concrete| Gal- Cast-iron pipe 
reinforc- | vanized 
ing bars | sheets 


Fabricated 
structural steel 


1947-49 average 2, 167 2, 248 | 2,105 
Year: 1954 1, 196 3, 136 | 2,510 
1, 233 2,981 | 3,693 
1, 300 3,205 | 4,012 

12 months ending: 
July 1957 (2) 3, 438 | 3,476 
August 1957 1, 504 3,558 | 3,375 
September 1957 1, 466 3,612 | 3,323 
October 1957 1,414 3,655 | 3,209 


131 291 
118 339 
131 404 
133 298 
117 266 
132 289 
136 360 
144 292 
126 220 
115 203 

93 167 

90 

79 331 177 


Percent change 


! 
October, 1956-57 +9 -35 -24 -27 + 6 -40 +1 +8 +15 
First 10 mos., 1956-57 +33 +2 -17 -18 +46 +11 -9 +1 +17 


Source: Table compiled by the Department of Commerce (BDSA) from data reported by the American Iron and Steel Institute, the 
National Electric Manufacturers Association, the American Institute of Steel Construction, and the Bureau of the Census. ! Scheduled 
for fabrication in the next 4 months. 2 The figures included here for August 1956 were reported as July-August totals by the American 
Iron and Steel Institute because the steel industry was shut down by work stoppages in effect during July 1956. 
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Table F-7: Clay Construction Products: Production and Shipments 





Brick, common Structural Vitrified clay Hollow facing tile eaee & un paned 
Period and face clay tile sewer pipe (Million brick floor & wail tile 
(Million brick) (Thousand tons) (Thousand tons) equivalent) ( Thessand Square foes 
Production | Shipments | Production Shipments [Production [Shipments | Production |Shipments| Production [Ships 

1947-49 average ....sccscecsersessees oe 800 | 101, 088 
RE BP i canseincnancenieinees 177,988 | 176, 253 
233,001 | 232,802 
245, 996. | 227, 369 

12 months ending: 
8 aaa 204,575 | 195, 304 
August 1957 .............. 200,220 | 192, 243 
September 1957 197,973 |*190, 728 
October 1957.20... 195, 369 | 190, 101 
R956: OROROL..... «2.005.152.0205 21, 431 18, 904 
November.................... 18, 943 17, 530 
December ................-.... 16, 308 13, 936 
BIDS FROEY cin scessesnescsases 15, 449 14, 422 
oe 13, 726 12, 602 
March pee leuaeenNoas 14, 810 15, 048 
RN ss eos cans 15, 663 15, 873 
NCR ee 16, 517 16, 485 
| ESERIES 16, 050 16, 157 
BE ee easdetin cas Caracas 15, 465 15, 939 
NE iistipdanosind 16, 957 17, 503 
September .................. 16, 654 16, 329 
I i cncctucsabten 18, 827 18, 277 





October, 1956+57............0..000. -14 -27 -18 -3 
First 10 mos., 1956-57 ........ -20 a -20 -13 -19 







































































Source: Table compiled by Department of Commerce (BDSA) from data reported by the Bureau of the Census. * Revised data. 
Table F-8: Clay Construction Products: Production and Shipments, by Census Region! 
PRODUCTION SHIPMENTS 
Census region 1957 1957 
Oct. | Sept. Aug. eee July 
Brick, common and face (thousands) 
ro icciin es 611, 704 583, 681 593, 044 602, 404 634, 291 
New England ................c:000 10, 138 13, 702 15, 346 14, 309 13, 794 13, 707 
Middle Atlantic ................0000. 101, 911 91, 670 84, 313 105, 589 102, 537 95, 622 
East North Central ................ 145, 541 142,777 127, 802 139, 663 149, 315 141, 329 
West North Central.................. 32, 493 30, 334 31, 493 30, 783 33, 136 31,150 
SUIT TI ssa sss cacesencnnesic 136, 778 124,982 136, 872 135, 501 143,074 139, 887 
East South Central.................. 64, 227 58, 257 64,717 63,977 68, 848 64, 416 
West South Central.................. 64, 803 62, 097 65, 562 60, 956 69, 839 67,921 
NEE ccchicdcnpntinieitcerna 26, 905 27, 485 27, 486 27, 033 27,841 
I coe donsspisictncainnenesrnas 28, 908 32,377 39, 453 24, 593 25, 907 
Structural clay tile (tons) 
Be lle. sessvctnrsescoiviecenepn 49, 628 46,081 54, 320 62, 183 49, 266 
Middle Atlantic........................ 7, 468 6,929 6, 851 7,717 7,530 
East North Central 3,591 2, 542 5, 243 6, 141 3,015 
West North Central......... 8, 246 7, 126 9,912 10, 995 9,452 
SOU BORIC... 0sisrescesse0s 8,600 7,050 9, 254 12, 838 8, 296 
East South Central................ : 1,539 1,252 1, 460 1, 393 1, 466 
West South Central................. 17, 337 17, 064 19, 723 20, 250 16, 271 
Mountain & Pacific ................ 2, 847 4, 118 1,877 2, 849 3, 236 
Vitrified clay sewer pipe (tons) 
CRE TR INN: assis tsvssesvayscsronace 172, 625 150, 045 168, 799 153, 730 
Middle Atlantic..................... : 14, 827 15, 555 15, 418 15, 743 
East North Central.................. 68, 924 58, 782 71,049 63, 590 
West North Central.................. 18, 563 15, 705 20, 106 18, 970 
South Atlantic..................000 16, 618 11, 886 12, 531 9, 296 
E. & W. South Central............. 24, 361 19, 074 23, 697 21, 750 
SIE Sonic nincntiet 3,511 4,131 3,724 3,841 
hn TO 25,821 24, 912 22, 274 20, 540 


Source: Table compiled by Department of Commerce (BDSA) from data reported by the Bureau of the Census. 





! Composition of 


regions, and nonfarm population distribution by region, are shown below table A-2. 
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zed 
le 
| feet) . 
nes anata. Clay Construction Products 
088 I : 
ndex of Pr 

253 Index (1947-49=100) oduction Index (1947-49 =100) 
369 
304 
243 
728 
101 12 MONTH MOVING AVERAGE 
904 
530 
936 
422 
602 
048 
873 
485 
157 
939 
503 
329 
27 
“a 1956 1957 
an SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE. CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.D.57-10-0 
saa Table F-9: Heating and Plumbing Equipment: Shipments and Stocks 
a Gas C. I. convectors Warm air Floor and Residential 

water heaters and radiators furnaces wall furnaces oil burners ! 
me Period (Thousands of units) | (Thousand square feet)| (Thousands of units) | (Thousands of units) ph jane yg 
8 Stizocats | Stockat{ Shipments | Socket) Shipments | Stske" Shipments  Stocat Shipments 
7 1947-49 average ...ccsssccssrersrerers 541 
2 Year: 1954 516 
9 BRD cows 610 
0 1956 532 
7 12 months ending: 
6 Oo , 478 
1 BIE FOE vxincnisvsesssse ’ : & 459 
2 September 1957 " ‘ 437 
4 October 1957 .............. s q " 410 
a 1956: October .......... eiktenneh . 72 
3 November ....................+ a 44 
7 December ...........c00000000+ 28 
3 a, a 30 
2 OR ircaroccsh ce 27 
6 ES ee ae . 26 
0 MD iiislisdisesthnzvccicwwut , 30 
1 DN cad ees Gsitvchcxentceseniton A 30 
4 TIE cctstsdioisregeosevnerecely , 34 
be: a snisitcctsciens itis , 34 
o. a a ‘ i 40 
3 September ceseceseseccessocece , 43 
0 GI ciccc a tarvcivsiedts i 45 
0 
; October, 1956-57 ..........ccccecee0e +1 ’ -37 
1 First 10 mos., 1956-57 ‘oe — ; = 
0 Source: Table compiled by Department of Commerce (BDSA) from data reported by the Bureau of the Census. * As of end of period. 
pe Sold separately. 


(NOTE: Table F-10, Imports and Exports "i Selected Construction Materials, is shown 
quarterly in the February, May, August, and November issues.) 





Part G-Employment 


Table G-1: Contract Construction: Employment by Type of Contractor 
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Percent cheage 


Sept.-Oct., 1957 ° i. . - Li -@.5 - 4.7 - i. 
Oct., 1956-57... 3. . + 1.9 -. 1.5 + 4.3 + 4, 


ercent change: Oct.-Nov. 1957, -5.7; Nov. 1956-57, - 4.3. 
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NUMBER OF EMPLOYEES (in thousands, seasonally adjusted) 
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Source: Department of Labor. 1 Indexes for months before January 1953 are based on seasonally adjusted employment data derived by 
the Federal Reserve Board. 
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Table G-3: Controct Construction: Employment, by State 


| Number of employees (in thousands) 
1957 | 954 | 1955 | 1956 | 
| Mar. | Apr | May | June | July | Aug. 
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Source: Department of Labor. 1 Data revised from Januaty 1956. 2 Includes a small number of employees in mining. 
Data revised from January 1957. NOTE: Revised statistics for months not shown here are available on request. 
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Table G-4: Contract Construction: Employment in Selected Areas 


. a tei! 
INU, To osissncnscerssccsescosesens 


PI ee CO se sesnrsinsnsexonctvesociivensinsnasi 





Sis ciciae ccstunainaivciiiand 
Westchester County, N. Y........... 


Nassau-Suffolk Counties, N. Y... 
PUY UN BES Wb... sciscnicsenearsavecncsoted 


Perth Amboy, N. J. ...ccs.cccssssesne 


Newark-Jersey City, N. J. .......... 
INS Di, Bie ins cadevstccreengnsanenentiod 


See footnotes at end of tabie. 


New York-Northeastern N. Jersey: 


New Haven, Coma? o.oo... ccccsseesnee 
DOW PIR, ED 5 oan cocci. cs ceises ssverccecs 


SN i555. iad 
New Bedford, Mass....................00000 
New Britain, Conn.? .............ccc0.00-- 


Minneapolis-St. Paul, Minn. ............ 
ONIN chsh Si ca clinsccdcitedstel 


SI, III settnccstusosnckcseratonseecnid 


er ee 
IRIS, INS icc sees napsevacenscnsectend 
RE I insta tid Seniesstusctavewseanimeagcand 


IE, Sibacicscsncircceseesrsnvsemesnnennd 


Little Rock-N. Little Rock, Ark... 
Los Angeles, Calif.....................0++.: 


BI cnicinisiteisencetcasestencstosiial 
Des Moines, lowa....................:0:000 
| aes recor 
Evansville 

PR NS TI sss is casncnorsenonncoepsene 
Ee ee 
I i asissssiisasncegs consi cnise sponses 
Hartford, Conn. 

ING IIB sarees cn jeitnestinnecsennsenvsul 
DREMGITEENS, BOB occ sressssnsocconvesesoed 
I TI a isc ccs csseessnossesetiond 
PI, TIIIIG oncccsicccnignesersatitpcnenes 
I sacscnenisescopsivenenipord 


Chattanooga, Tenn. .....................000+. 
ITI coccneseisrcicticmensncasscsncenpiannn 


SINS i iso sy cotasicatoneensonassertipads 
ONS TIS Fe cncissenpresceesieorsnesnal 
NN Tih Bile acct shichcteceancnntcheemssi 


Is incre nasetses ck acesinaspepovsons sven 


Bridgeport, Comm. ?...............00000e0 
Ne Bt Oi sain conc seen siacsniniscteniann 


I III caielessccstecesnnncsnsetenentbsnersin 
NN I aici cx capepeinacbndeoesoenibeet 


RI. asics sees ncin ncnicnbscentresnete 
SS Fee 
IE BIE soi nrecincessiiarerssacterse 
I, TIES osc sesicesinccsssnensesianen 


Albany-Schenectady-Troy, N.Y. ..... 
Albuquerque, N. Mex. ..........0cccce0e 
UN satis 


Duluth, 
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Table G-4: Contract Construction: Employment in Selected Areas--Continued 


2 , 1.9 
4 ; , 9.4 \ a 
2 .0 9 8.6 a 
7 I cet albcas Scsads vangsininalchgotsiien LF .0 4.3 ‘2 
40 RN IIIS canccchesvessibctebraines 9 3 9.6 .8 
6 Pittsburgh, Pa. .......... ateuedele sleet 40.9} 43.1] 46.0 \ 6.9 46.4| 37.9) 43.9 
35 Portland, Maine 3.3 3.7 3.8 3. 3.7 3.8 4.3 4.2 
5 Portland, Oreg.° 13.1] 13,4] 14.2] 14. 14.8 13.9} 14.6] 14.7 
2 Providence, R. I. 37.01 33.41 32.65 ¥. a7. 16.0} 15.7] 15.7 
13 RN Tash sc hendsnsanenatiieanitietats ai 2.3 2.4 2. 2.4 aa a2 2.2 
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Source: Department of Labor. 1 Data from January 1956 not comparable with previous periods because area was redefined (and data corre- 
spondingly revised) to include Clayton Co. as well as Cobb, DeKalb, and Fulton Cos. Includes a small number of employees in mining. 

Not available. 4 Data from January 1955 not ——— with a periods because area was redefined (and data correspondingly re- 
vised) to include Henderson Co., Ky., as well as Vanderburgh Co Data revised from January 1956. NOTE: Revised statistics 
for months not shown here are available on request. 
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CONSTRUCTION REVIEW 


Table G-5: Contract Construction: Indexes of Aggregate Weekly Man-Hours 


(1947-49=100) 


: Department of Labor. 


Chart 14, 


Hours and Earnings of Workers 
In Contract Construction 


AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS 
(DOLLARS) 


AVERAGE HOURLY EARNINGS (DOLLARS) 





SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF LABOR. CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C. D. 57-10-0 





CONSTRUCTION REVIEW 


Table G-6: Contract Construction: Hours and Gross Earnings of Construction Workers 
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Source: Department of Labor. 
(NOTE: Table G-7, Registered Apprentices in the Building Trades, scheduled for this issue, 
bas been delayed. Data were last shown in the July 1957 issue.) 





Construction Regulations 


_ 


FHA Housing Credit Rules Amended to Reduce Family-Income Requirements and Increase Number of 
Items That May be Included for Computing Mortgage Amounts. (Federal Housing Administration Letter 
to Directors of Field Offices, dated December 6, 1957.) 


On December 6, 1957, the Federal Housing Administration liberalized its rules for mortgage 
credit eligibility by: 


= S Se, Ss Se WW 


(1) Reducing the proportion of family income a borrower must have in relation to the amount of 
the home loan to be insured by FHA. As a general guide, the amended rules allow the average bor- 
rower to support payments for housing expense (i.e., mortgage payments, ‘taxes, insurance, and cost of 
maintenance, heating, .and utilities) amounting to as much as one-third of the first $3,000 of after-tax 
family income, plus one-fifth of the income above $3,000. For example, .a family with after-tax income 
of $500 a month usually will be permitted to. budget about $143 a month for housing expense. This 
compares with about $125 a month for housing under previous rules. 


(2) Allowing the cost of kitchen appliances and certain maintenance-cutting items (such as 
adequate wiring, adequate insulation, wide overhangs, .and long-warranty mechanical equipment) to be 
included in the total cost of the housing, for the purpose of determining maximum mortgage amounts for 
houses priced over $12,000; the cost of air-conditioning may be included also in total costs for houses 


priced over $15,000. 
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